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Welcome to WODS’
production of “RENT”. This is

our first full production
since we presented “EVITA”
back in October/November

2019. Of course, for the
duration of lockdown, the

theatre doors, like all
other entertainment venues,
have been firmly closed. It is
so good to be back. “RENT” is

a rock musical which is
loosely based on Puccini’s

opera, “La Bohème”.

In 1989, Jonathan Larson
began his rework of the

storyline, also composing
the music. It covers many
diverse subjects such as

addiction, homophobia and
how he felt about falling in
love and finding your voice

whilst living with the threat
of HIV/AIDS.

Larson’s real tragedy was
that, after the show’s final
dress rehearsal before its
off-Broadway opening in

1996, he died from an
undiagnosed illness, never to

see the full production in
front of an audience.   Since
its first public performance,

“RENT” has gained many
awards and a following of

fans around the world.

THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH

On behalf of all Woddies,
many Thanks go to our Co-

Directors, Aaron and Abi, to
our M.D. Natasha and to our

Choreographer, Carrie;
keeping full focus on a

show, with extended and
intermittent rehearsals for
over 25 months, has been no
mean feat. Thanks also to
everyone who has helped,
Back-Stage and Front-of-

House.

The Blakehay staff have, as
ever, provided us with so

much help and we send our
Thanks to them, too. I hope

you enjoy the show and look
forward to seeing you again

in the autumn when we will be
presenting “BAD GIRLS” here,
at The Blakehay. WODS are

planning to bring more
entertaining shows to the

Weston-super-Mare stages in
2023, so . . . WATCH THIS SPACE
. . . as they say. Keep well and

God Bless.

president

Tony Lay



We would like to welcome you
back to the Blakehay after 2 years

away, the last time WODS
performing here being Evita back in

2019.

It is an amazing feeling to return
after what feels like a lifetime

away and bring you all our
production of RENT.

RENT is a show that many in the
theatre industry would

understand has paved the way for
many modern musicals that we see

now, such as Hamilton with Lin
Manuel Miranda, saying if it had
not been for Jonathan Larson's

work then he wouldn’t be writing
the musicals that he is now!

RENT covers many subjects and
many themes that you don’t hear
about in many modern musicals.

The pandemic of aids was
something that hit not only

British culture but all cultures
around the world. At the time
having aids, being gay was not

acceptable in society. many people
kept this a secret from family and

loved ones.

RENT being performed in 2022 is
very apt, as it shows both Aaron
and Abi and hopefully yourselves
how far society has come along.

With people nowadays feeling
comfortable enough to be honest

about their genders, sexuality,
religions and so many other

things.

Aaron and Abi would like to thank
the whole company for their

commitment, dedication, and hard
work.

DIRECTORS SPEECH

WODS musical theatre only runs,
thrives, and grows with not only
the support of our members but
also you all sat there ready for
the show to start, so thank you!

As a society we would like to take
this opportunity to share the sad
news of the passing of two of our

beloved WODS life members. One
being the brilliant Russell Scott
who sadly passed away last year
following a battle with motor

neurone disease. The second only
happening very recently is our

dear friend Ann Bond who sadly
passed away very suddenly and
unexpectedly. Even though you

both are not here and unable to
witness what we have produced
you will always be in our hearts

and never far away from our
thoughts.

Aaron and Abi along with the rest
of the society would like to

dedicate this production of RENT
to both of these well adored

members of WODS.

We hope you enjoy what you are
about to witness and remember
life is too short to surround
yourselves with people who

question who you are and not
fully understand the person you

decide to be. Remember even
though there is 525,600 minutes in

a year it is never enough. So
remember to tell your loved ones
you love them every day. There is

“No day but today.”
 

Aaron & Abi



Based on Puccini's 'La Boheme', 'Rent' tells the story of one year in the
life of friends living the Bohemian life in modern day East Village, New

York City, 1989-1990. 

It tells the story of a group of impoverished young artists struggling
to survive and  create a life in Lower  Manhattan’s East Village in the

thriving days of bohemian Alphabet City, under the shadow of HIV/AIDS.

Among the group are our narrator, nerdy love-struck  filmmaker Mark
Cohen; the object of Mark's affection, his  former girlfriend, Maureen

Johnson; Maureen's  Harvard-educated public interest lawyer and lesbian
lover Joanne Jefferson; Mark's roommate, HIV-positive musician and

former junkie, Roger Davis; Roger's new girlfriend, the   HIV-positive drug
addicted S&M dancer, Mimi Marquez; their former roommate, HIV-positive

computer genius Tom Collins; Collins' HIV-positive drag queen street
musician/lover Angel; and Benjamin Coffin III, a former member of the

group who married for money and has since become their landlord and
the opposite of everything they stand for. Shows how much changes or

doesn't change in the 525,600 minutes that make up a year. 

RENT encapsulates the life of its creator Johnathan Larson, who himself
lived, breathed, and struggled to make ends meet in late 1990’s. RENT is

full of a colourful array of characters that all have trials and
tribulations they are having to face, but the one thing that ties them all
together being that “Love can Heal” even the most painful of situations.

SYNOPSIS



MUSICAL NUMBERS

Tune up #1
Voicemail #1
Tune up #2 

Rent 
You okay honey? 

Tune up #3
One song glory 
Light my candle 

Voicemail #2
Today 4 U

You’ll See 
Tango Maureen 
Support group 

Out Tonight 
Another Day 

Will I?
On the Street 

Santa Fe 
I’ll Cover you 

We’re Okay 
Christmas Bells 
Over the Moon 

La vie Boheme/I should tell you 

ACT 1



Seasons of Love 
Happy New Year A 

Voicemail 3 
Voicemail 4 

Happy New Year B 
Take Me Or Leave Me 
Seasons of Love B 

Without You 
Voicemail #5

Contact
I’ll Cover you (reprise)

Halloween 
Goodbye Love 
What you Own 

Voicemail #6
Finale A 

Your Eyes 
Finale B

ACT 2



THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Aaron has directed and choreographed many shows for WODS, these
include, directing and choreographing hot Mikado, directing, and

choreographing “Oliver” and choreographing “Made in Dagenham" and
many more. Each production Aaron has worked on has had its own set of
challenges. Working on RENT has  most certainly had many, but he would

like to admit he has enjoyed overcoming each challenge that has been
thrown at him.

Abi has been dancing and teaching dance for many years but this is her
first directing experience and is thrilled to be able to take on the

challenge of RENT. Abi has also loved helping make the set for RENT and
her painting style has most definitely changed during the process.

Aaron and Abi really hope you enjoy their version of RENT. They have both
enjoyed putting the company through their paces and trying out new

ideas and concepts. The company have been very open and willing to try
out these new ideas and their commitment has not gone unnoticed!

Aaron and Abi have enjoyed their Sunday’s together at the farm being let
loose with spray paint cans and the many trips to the scrap store!

Aaron and Abi will inevitably be spending more time together as they are
choreographing WODS JR section Spectrum’s production of Addams

Family here at the Blakehay in May!
Aaron and Abi would also like to thank Natasha, Alex and Carrie for

being great assets to the production team and for all their on-going
support.

We hope you enjoy the show, so sit back, relax as there is

“No day but Today!"

Aaron Pengelly & Abi Morris
Directors and Movement Co-ordinators

Aaron and Abi have been
working on RENT for what
feels like 525,600 minutes

plus the rest! When covid hit
in 2020, the original

production team of RENT
changed and meant that

Aaron and Abi were thrown
together to co-direct.

Already being great friends,
they were very excited to be
working on this production

together.



PRODUCTION TEAM

Natasha is normally found on stage (where she feels much more at
home!) but has been an MD and choreographer for both youth and senior
clubs. To WODS’ credit they are always so welcoming, so has gravitated

back numerous times after first being in their 2016 production of
Hairspray (playing the role of Motormouth for the

third time within a year!) Other roles Natasha has particularly enjoyed
include Deloris van Cartier in ‘Sister Act’, Gary Coleman in ‘Avenue Q’,

Sarah in ‘Ragtime’ and Anita in ‘West Side Story’.

Natasha would like to thank her (she can now call him) husband for his
unwavering support and love, and for looking after our furbabies

(including Mimi the dog) while she’s doing the hobby she loves. She would
also like to thank the Cast and Company for working so hard, Abi and
Aaron who have been so supportive, and to the Committee and other

unsung heroes that work behind the scenes to make these productions
possible. Lastly thank you for coming back out to the theatre to

support us; we hope you enjoy the show.

Natasha Newsam-Mabey
Musical Director

Natasha performed as Mimi in Rent
back in 2009, and still regards it as
one of the best productions she has

been in. This meant that when she
was approached to step in to

musical direct WODS’ production
she knew just how amazing – and

demanding – it would be. This gave
pause for thought as she was

feeling somewhat rusty (due to we
all know what taking the beloved
theatre from us for too long) but

she is so glad she said yes.

Carrie JAYNE
Production

Assistant

I’m celebrating my 3Oth year at Wods! Over the
years I have Choreographed and performed in many

of our shows. The past two years have been a
challenge for us all so being able for us to come

back together is priceless. The Directors,
Principles, company, technical team and

Committee have all worked hard to put on a
fantastic production of Rent therefore please

enjoy being back with us too!



PRINCIPLES

Kirsty has been a member of wods for over 15 years,
starting in the junior section 'Spectrum' before
moving up to the adult society. Kirsty loves all

aspect of theatre and has taken on many roles over
the years from chorus to lead roles aswell as helping

out behind the scenes backstage. Kirsty is so excited
to bring the role of 'mimi' to life in her all time

favourite musical and is so grateful to her WODS
family for the opportunity. #nodaybuttoday

Kirsty Slater
As Mimi

GESINE GILL
AS MAUREEN

JED SHEARS
AS ROGER

Jed first started performing with the junior section of
WODS, spectrum. Jed ventured to college and university

at the Bristol institute of performing arts. Jed has
played a multiple amount of roles in the past, some of
these include‘Sweeny Todd in Sweeny Todd’, ‘Charley in
Merrily we roll along’, ‘Thomas Andrews in Titanic the
musical’ and many more. He hopes you enjoy the show

and sit back relax and escape from reality for a
couple of hours’

Gesine used to sing professionally around the
country, firstly as part of an all-girl trio called ‘N-

Hance’ and then a 6 piece live function band called
‘After Dark’. Gesine also co-produced, directed and

performed in her own show titled ‘A Night At The
Movies’. This is Gesine’s debut show with WODS and is

excited to be playing the part of Maureen. I would like
to thank everyone for welcoming me into the WODS

family and giving me the confidence to perform again
after 15 years. #nodaybuttoday

Rent will be Tom’s second show with WODS. Tom is a 4x
nominee of the Somerset Fellowship of Drama awards,

and won highly commended for his portrayal of
Tobias Ragg in his first production with WODS,

Sweeney Todd. In recent years Tom had left his musical
comfort zone, trying his hand at Opera,and most
recently braving a Pantomime playing ‘Buttons’ in
“Cinderella” in Wells. He is fortunate enough to

perform regularly at the Bristol Hippodrome,and has
appeared in the professional touring production of
Evita. He hopes you enjoy the show as much as he has

enjoyed rehearsing it.

TOM CRESWICK
AS MARK



PRINCIPLES

Rent is Neil’s debut performance with WODS and he is
thrilled to be sharing the stage with such a talented

cast. Neil’s previous performances have included Javert
and Marius from Les Misérables at the Westcliff Theatre.

Neil has also spent some time touring in the UK and
internationally at a variety of venues, performing with

acts such as Edwin Starr, and the Drifters. Neil is
returning to performing after a break and is looking
forward to many more shows in the future. He would

also like to thank the MD and Directors for their
immeasurable patience!

NEIL STEPHENSON
AS COLLINS

Gemma Hudson
AS Joanne

BEN FRYER
AS ANGEL

RENT is Ben’s first production with WODS, after
previously being a part of Weston Operatics Society

where he took to the stage in the oppitts shows such
as Barnum and Elf. When Ben saw the opportunity to
take part in a production of RENT and play Angel he

knew he couldn’t pass up on it. It was a show Ben has
always wanted to take on. Ben is currently training to
be an actor at Fourth Monkey drama school in Bristol

and being a part of RENT has been a fantastic
accompaniment to his training as the role has pushed

him to develop his skills and grow.

This is Gemma’s first show with WODS and she is "over
the moon" to be performing in one of her favourite

musicals, Performing from the age of 4, in all things
dancing, singing and acting, performing with touring
companies and pantomimes in westons playhouse and

roles in all major college productions. Musical
theatre is my passion and after having almost a decade

away from the stage, I'm so excited to be back and
doing what I love most. I have been wholeheartedly

welcomed by the WODS family and it's an honour to be
a part of.

Kieren is very excited to do his first show for WODS and
to finally be doing his favourite show of all time in

RENT! Kieren has only been performing in North Somerset
for the past 4 years and has been an active member of

Nailsea Musicals for all that time. While in North
Somerset, Kieren has performed as 'The Wiz' in 'The Wiz'

which he earned a NODA nomination, 'Gertrude' in
Cinderella, which he also received a nomination for.

Kieren really hopes you enjoy the show!

Kieren Medcraft
AS Benny



THE WODS



FAMILY



COMPANY GROUPS

Mimi & Rodger’s Group

Abbie Parsons, Carrie JAYNE (Group Captain),
Connie Phillips, Georgia Middle, Laura Vile,

Megan Hatch, Shania Clarke

Maureen’s groupMaureen’s group

Cassie Riney (GROUP CAPTAIN), Helen Robbins,
Jane Middle, Kate Leigh, Louise Statter



COMPANY GROUPS

MARK's GROUP

Adam Barker, Alice Hutchins, Becky Hatch, Kimberley
Somerton, Paul Redding, Stephanie reeves (Group

Captain)

FEATURED ENSEMBLE
Parents: Jane Middle, Paul Redding, Helen Robbins, Kate

Leigh, Louise Statter
Alexi Darling: Laura Vile

Coat Vendor: Cassie Riney
Blanket Woman: Kimberley Somerton

Homeless People: Becky Hatch, Laura Vile, Abbie Parsons
Pastor/Steve: Alice Hutchins

Paula: Stephanie Reeves
Gordon: Paul Redding

The Man: Connie Phillips
Restaurant Woman: Shania Clarke

Seasons Of love Soloists : Cassie Riney, Megan Hatch,
Georgia Middle, Stephanie Reeves

Understudies: Megan, hatch, Stephanie Reeves, Laura Vile,
Kieren Medcraft



CREATIVES

Directors & onstage
movement

 Musical Director

 Production Assistant 

Technical Manager

Band

Sound 

LIGHTING

FOLLOW SPOT

TECHNICAL CREW

Blakehay Crew

 Aaron Pengally & Abi Morris 

Natasha Newsam-Mabey

Carrie JAYNE

 Alex Scott

Keys 1 - Ian Tucker
Keys 2 - Natasha Newsam-Mabey
Guitar - Jason Siddell
Bass - Rob Davies
Drums - Ian Evans

James Scott 

Alex Scott 

George MccAllum 

Pete Magor
Robbie Gill
Tim Moore
Tom Scott
Nick Hooper 

Dan Kirkwood
Ian Frampton
Robert Heath



CREATIVES

Stage Manager

Backstage Assistant

Set Design 

Set construction

Props

Costumes 

Publicity Photos 

Production Photos

RENT Artwork and
Programme

Make up

Assisted by

Leanne Chubb

Alison Boreham 

Aaron Pengelly

Aaron Pengelly, Abi Morris, Alex
Scott & Tim Pearce

Aaron Pengelly, Abi Morris, Sam Bond
& company

Aaron Pengelly, Abi Morris, Abbie
Parsons & Company 

Bethan Townsend 

Stewart Mcpherson

Aaron Pengelly, Abi Morris , LEON
BOSMAN and Monya flier

Degree Hair & Make up students: Beth
Baker, Jaida White, Emily McCall,
Holly Withyman, Anna Elliott, Abbie
Phillips, Chloe Kellaway

LEvel 3 Hair and Beauty Weston
College Students

THANK YOU'S
Front Of House Team, Castle Batch School, 

Paddy Payne, The Lamb, The Blakehay Theatre. Polkadot
Printing



LIFE MEMBERS
Jean Bennett 
Ann & Ray Bond 
Lesley Brown 
Bryon Charlesworth
Joan Edwards
Bob Gibbons
Sheila Hansen
Tony Lay 
Vera Lees
Greta Plank 
Trish Roberts
Joesphine Ruston
Russell Scott
Maureen Thomas
Les & Linda Walters
Yvonne Lewis
Heather Gadd

THE COMMITTEE
President: Tony Lay

Vice President: Gerry Parks
Vice President: Pete Magor

Vice President: Dave Clothier 
Vice President: Pete Tilke 
Chairman: Aaron Pengelly

Vice Chair: Fay Pearce
Treasurer: Stephanie Reeves

Webmaster: James Scott
Secretary: Tracey Helmore

Marketing: Abi Morris 
Publicity/Fundraising: Chloe

Helmore
Members Secretary: Laura Vile

Social: Gesine Gill
Spectrum/Safeguarding:

Kirsty Slater
Production Liaison/Welfare:

Carrie Buck
Technical: Alex Scott DATES FOR

YOUR DIARY
New members Auditions: 
30th March at Mead Vale
Hall 

Spectrum Present Addams
Family: May 21st at The
Blakehay Theatre 

Bad Girls The Musical: 3rd
- 5th November 2022
At the Blakehay Theatre

SPECIAL
WELCOMES

Thu 24th March: NODA 

Sat 26th March Afternoon
Performance: The Mayor’s

Party and Facebook
Competition winners



PAST SHOWS

Oklahoma Concert
The Desert Song 
The Merry Window
Songs from the Shows, My Fair Lady 
White Horse in the Brigadoon 
Fiddler on the Roof
Gemini, The Gypsy Barron
Carousel
An Evening of Play and Song , Die Fledermaus
Pajama Game 
Via Mexico Showboat (concert)
Clamity Jane
Mikado (concert)
Finain’s Rainbow Gondollers (concert), Showboat
The New Moon (concert), Oklahoma
Pirates Of Penzance, Kismet
Merrie England, Merry Window
HMS Pinafore/Trial By Jury, Orpheus in the Underworld
Song around the World, Bless the Bride
Invor Novello Concert, Guys and Dolls
Songs from the Shows, My Fair Lady
White Horse Inn (concert), South Pacific
Merry Window (concert), Fiddler on the Roof
Turned out Nice Again, Carousel
Pajama Game, Brigadoon
Sweet Charity, High Society
A Night at the Golden Garter, Kiss Me Kate
Dracula-te-do, The Wizard of Oz
A Small Affair with L & L, Funny Girl
Old Time Musical Hall, Oklahoma!
Merry Window Concert, Calamity Jane
Pop and Op, Fiddler on the Roof
Pop and Op Away, My Fair Lady
Nifty Fifties, Anything Goes
Variety Pajama Game
Curtain Up!, Oliver!
GodSpell, Me and My Girl
Return to the Forbidden Planet, 42nd Street
Little Shop of Horrors, Calamity Jane
Honk!, Our House
Spend, Spend, Spend, Oklahoma!
Sound Of Music
Jack The Ripper, Jesus Christ Superstar
Hot Mikado, Importance of Being Earnest, Hairspray
Jack and the Beanstalk, Doctor Dolittle, Sweeny Todd
Oliver, Made In Dagenham
Priscilla Queen of the Desert, A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Oh! What A Lovely War
Twelfth Night, Guys and Dolls, One Day Only, Evita
All Together Now

1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

2019
2021
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